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Your Direct Link to the News and Events from our Nation’s Capital and Rural Arizona

Dear Fellow Arizonan:

Inthisedition of the Renzi Report, | haveincluded
important information regarding efforts to secure
additional firefighting aircraft for rural Arizona. This
month, we also introduced three new pieces of
legidlation, including abill that would remove Arizona
from the Ninth Circuit Court.

Asaways, feel freeto tell your family members,
friends and neighbors about the Renzi Report. Y ou can
view previous editions of the Report or sign up to
receivethisemail at my website,
http://www.house.gov/renzi/news etter.html.

If you have any questions or comments about this e-
newsl etter or anything elsetaking placein Congress
and our nation, please e-mail me at
rick.renzi@mail.house.gov. | will get back toyou as
quickly aspossible. Y ou can find additional
information about devel opmentsin Congresson my
website at http://www.house.gov/renzi.

I hopeyou find thisRenzi Report informative. Thank
you and may God bless America.

Congressman Rick Renzi

If you no longer want to receive this newsl etter, please
send an email to rick.renzi1l@mail.house.gov and type
UNSUBSCRIBE inthe subject field.
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Renzi Receives Congressional
L eader ship Award from
Uniformed Services Disabled Retirees

During aceremony in hisWashington office,
Congressman Renzi was presented with the Stephen
Wolensky Congressional Leadership AwardfromLTG
Billy Thomas (US Army, Retired), Chairman of the
Uniformed ServicesDisabled RetireesOrganization.

Renzi received the award for his determined efforts to
insure that disabled retirees receive their earned retired

pay infull.

After presenting Renzi withtheaward, LTG Thomas
said, “Y our effortswere successful in restoring retired
pay for uniformed servicedisabled retirees. You area
true advocate for our nation’ s disabled military retirees,
and deserving of thishonorablerecognition.”

In October of 2003, Renzi brokered an agreement
between House L eadership and members of the “Honor
Guard 20,” to providethe concurrent receipt of military
retired pay and VA disability pay to military retireesfor
thefirst timein history.

Tolearn more about the Uniformed Service Disabled
Retirees Organization, visit their website at:
www.usdr.org
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Below isa breakdown
of thenew forward
deployed air craft and
helicopters:

2 C-130 Hercules Tankers—
Williams Gateway Airport

2 Single Engine Air Tankers—
Prescott

2 Single Engine Air Tankers—
Winslow

1 Type Il Medium Lift Helicopter —
Heber

1 Type | Heavy Lift Helicopter —
Show Low

1 Type | Heavy Lift Helicopter —
Prescott

1 Type Il Medium Lift Helicopter -
Roosevelt

Help ison theway...New Firefighting
Assets Secured for Rural Arizona

Recent actionstaken by the Forest Serviceto ground 33 heavy air tankersused for fire
fighting cameas unwelcomenewsto rural Arizona. Thetiming of thisdecision could not
have been worse as our state facesthe early onset of apotentially dangerousfire season.
My primary concernfollowing thelossof two air tankersbased in rural Arizonawas how
toquickly obtainreplacement ai rframeswithout sacrificing capability, capacity or safety.

Immediatelinesof communi cation were opened between my officeand federal agency
officias. Critical negotiationstook placethat gave Arizonapriority attention above other
areasin the country given our early fire season. Within thirty-six hoursof initial contact,
new aircraft wereinrouteto sitesacrossArizona. These cooperativeeffortsresultedina
replacement packageincluding four singleengineair tankers, twotypel| helicopters, two
type | heavy-lift helicopters and two military C-130 Herculestankers.

Theincreased capability andimproved safety of thesenew airframesareawelcome
addition to our firefighting resourcesin rural Arizona. Theseair assetswill beforward
deployed, capableof initial attack firesuppression efforts, andwill provideour firefighters
withanimproved quick responsecapability. Moreimportantly, thereplacement package
gives our firefightersthe capacity to deliver moretotal gallonsof water and slurry tofires
than possiblewith previousaircraft. These new airframeshave been put to quick usein
successfully managing recent firesoutside of Paysonand McNary.

Operating costs incurred by the purchase of new contractsfor aircraft and helicopters
should not bededucted from existing fire suppression and land management budget
allocations. Theseaccountsneed toremain untouchedinorder to assuretheeffectiveness
of vital fuels reductionprojects. Tocover theexpenses, supplemental appropriations must
bemadeby Congress. Thisadditional fundingwill allow all critical firepreventionand
suppression programsto continue uninterrupted through next winter.

Further legidative effortsare underway to reform the proceduresthat led to the
grounding of the heavy air tanker fleet. My colleaguesand | haveinitiated discussionswith
officialsfromthe FAA toallow airworthy tankersto remain operational for thecurrent fire
season. My proposal, based upon the Canadian model, would providefor individual safety
inspectionsof all tanker aircraft. Currently, theevaluationthat led tothegrounding of the
entiretanker fleet was based upon inspectionsof asmall number of older aircraft. This
approachisflawed, resulting in the grounding of several well-maintained, flight-safe
aircraft. Theimpending reform of thissystemwill allow for additional aircraft toremainon
thefront linesand help Arizonabusinessesand operatorsto remain in service, fighting fires
for yearsinto the future.

Working hardto ensurethat every resourceisavailableto Arizonaisan essential priority
of mine. Through acombined approach that involves off-season hazardousfuelsreduction
projects, theparti cipation of our recovering timber industry and coordinationwith officials
from stateand federal agencies, we canwork to simultaneously preserveand protect our
forestswhilecreating new jobsfor Arizonansand additional sourcesof revenuein our rural
economies.

Today, Arizonastandsinastronger, safer positiontofight firesand protect our rural
communities. Improved cooperation and communicationiskey tothesuccessof these
efforts, thereis no room for finger-pointing and political rhetoric. Inactionand empty
solutionsleave our communitiesvulnerable. Gambling with thehealth of our forestsfor
political gain is an unwise bet, where marginsmeasured in livesand property aretoo costly
to comprehend. Asaresult of immediate action and inter-agency cooperation - asateam -
wewill begintheupcoming fireseasonwith anincreased aircraft and helicopter capability,
and | will continuetowork in Congressto further bolster our firefighting effortsfor yearsto
come.
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Congressional Mailbag Luz
i S
Answersto Y our Questions on Important | ssues

Congressman Renzi,

| am a current Medicare beneficiary who pays too much for my prescription drug medication.
What does the new Medicare plan passed by Congress do to reduce the cost of my prescription
drugs?

Page, Arizona

Thank you for writing to me regarding this important issue. For too long, Americans have been
unduly burdened with high prescription drug costs. To address this pressing concern, the Medicare
Prescription Drug and Modernization Actof 2003 (H.R. 1), passed the House on June 27, 2003 and
was signed into law by President Bush. This new plan offers Medicare drug coverage to
beneficiaries with monthly premiums of $35 and deductibles of $250-$275. Above the deductible,
Medicare would pay for 80 percent of drug costs until out-of-pocket amounts reach $2000 and
provide catastrophic coverage once out-of- pocket prescription costs exceed $3700.

While the full plan isnot yet available, beginning this month, Medicare is providing a temporary
Prescription Drug Discount Card to seniors who need immediate relief from high drug costs. The
drug card will assist millions of Americans by pooling their buying power. Medicare beneficiaries
are expected to save an average of 10 to 15 percent off their overall drug spending, and up to 25
percent or more off the retail price of some individual drugs. To find out more about the Medicare
Drug Discount Card, visit www.medicare.gov or call 1-800-M EDICARE.

In addition to thislegislation, | also voted for H.R. 2427, the Pharmaceutical Market Access Act
of 2003, which allows consumers, pharmacies, and wholesalers to import approved drugs from
foreign countries. H.R. 2427 would finally give Americans the opportunity to purchase FDA-
approved drugs at the same low cost as in Canada or other approved countries and save American
consumers at least $635 billion of their own money each year. This legisation passed the House on
July 25, 2003, and similar legidation is currently being considered by the Senate.

| am a strong supporter of legislation that would give Arizona s seniors affordable access to
prescription drugs. Seniors on fixed incomes should not be forced to choose between paying for
their prescription drugs and covering costs for food or basic needs. Our Arizona seniors should not
have to travel to Mexico to buy their medication. | will continue to work in Congress to guarantee
all senior citizens the right-to-choose a voluntary prescription drug plan under Medicare.
Sincerely,

Congressman Rick Renzi

To write aletter to Congressman Renzi send your mail to 418 Cannon HOB, Washington D.C. 20515
or send your letter viaemail to rick.renzi@mail.house.gov
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Renzi Bill Will Remove Arizona from
Jurisdiction of Ninth Circuit Court

Congressman Renzi has introduced legislation that will remove Arizonafrom the jurisdiction of the Ninth
Circuit Court of Appeals. H.R. 4247, The Ninth Circuit Jud geship and Reorganization Act of 2004,  will
transform the current Ninth Circuit, the largest in the country, into three smaller circuits. One of those, the new
Twelfth Circuit Court, will include Arizona, Nevada, |daho and Montana. Senator John Ensign of Nevada has
introduced similar legislation.

For toolong, Arizonanshavebeen held hostage by activist judges out of San Francisco, who have
consistently ruled against ranchers, farmers, minersand our timber industry. TheNinth Circuit Courtis
out of touch with thetraditional western valuesthat still hold truein our communities, and the scales of
justicemust be balanced.

TheNinth Circuit’ s current jurisdiction encompasses nine states and almost 57 million peoplein the fastest
growing region in the country. Explosive population growth in the Ninth Circuit has outpaced the court’ s ability
to be effective and represent the majority opinion of the people. Thissituation hasresulted ininconsistencies
and unfairnessinthejudicial process.

ThisNinth Circuit Court hasobstructed theremoval of hazar dousfuelsfrom our forests, interferedin
our ability to properly managelocal grazing landsand ruled against the use of the phrase‘under God’ in
the Pledge of Allegiance. Thesecontemptuousjudgmentstear at themoral fabric of our nation, disregard
thewill of the people and for ce a corrupt ideology upon our society.

Thislegidationwill leave California, Hawaii, Guam, and the Northern Marianas | slands under the jurisdiction of
the Ninth Circuit and create a Twelfth Circuit Court encompassing Nevada, Arizona, Idaho and Montana, as
well asaThirteenth Circuit Court containing Alaska, Oregon and Washington. The proposed circuit map
addresses current popul ationtrendsand alleviates caseload overflow. By breaking up the courtsinto two
additional circuits, our appellate court system will become more efficient in administrating justice.

Thepeople of Arizona will bebetter served under thejurisdiction of a separate court, onethat recognizes
our family valuesand defendsour corebeéliefs. Breaking up theNinth Circuit will give Arizonaagreater
voiceinthejudicial process, allowingfor improved administrative proceduresand theequal application
of justice.

From the Headlines...

Renzi: FAA goingtolook at each individual air tanker . —=
KVOA TV 4— NBC Tucson

http://kvoa.com/Global/story.asp?S=1876729 NE w S

Renzi getsaerial firefighting help o

Publicfigurescriticizeloss of air tankers ot = S
The Prescott Daily Courier
http://www.communitypapers.com/DAILY COURIER/viewsearchresults.asp?infoid=122655972& modul el d=18470706& current

Renzi Secures$500 Million in Additional Firefighting Funds

U.S. Newswires
http://rel eases.usnewswire.com/GetRel ease.asp?id=175-05192004

Health billsreduceshealth carecost; improvessmall businessinsurance

The Eloy Enterprise
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=11756475& BRD=1817& PA G=461& dept_id=222077& rfi=6
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288,000 New Jobs Created Nationwidein April
Over 1.1 Million Jobs Created Since August 2003
Tax Relief for Small Businesses = New Jobsfor Rural Arizonans

» New job figuresreleased by the Department of Labor and other
recent indicators show that America's economy is strong and
getting stronger, and that recent tax cutsand small business
incentive plans are working.

» Intotal, over 1.1 million jobs have been added since August
2003, with 8 consecutive months of gains. During this same
time, the nation's unemployment rate dropped from 6.3 percent
in June 2003 to 5.6 percent in April 2004, a level that is below
the average unemployment rate for the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s.

> In the past three quarters, economic growth has averaged 5.5
percent - the fastest rate in two decades.

» In Arizona: 6,300 new jobswere created in April, and 58,100
new jobs have been created since April of 2003.

District OfficeContact | nfor mation

Asyour Representative in Congress, | can help make the federal government more accessible and
responsive to your needs. If you require assistance with afederal agency, my staff and | are here to help.
We can also provide services such as ordering flags, arranging tours of Washington, D.C. and providing
nominations to military academies. Feel free to contact your nearest office with any inquiries and
reguests about important issues.

White Mountains

Whiteriver

2707 S. White Mountain Road, Ste E 2501 N. 4th Street, Ste 23 107 North Cortez, Ste208 201 E. Walnut

Show Low, AZ 85901
866-537-2800 (toll free)
928-532-5088 (fax)

Window Rock

DNA Lega Services Bldg
P.O. Box 4673

Window Rock, AZ 86515
928-853-3750 (cell)

Flagstaff Pr escott
Flagstaff, AZ 86004 Prescott, AZ 86301
928-213-3434 (office) 928-708-9120 (office)
928-213-5447 (fax) 928-708-9121 (fax)
Safford Casa Grande
1420 1st Ave, Suite 100 117 E. 2nd Street
Safford, AZ 85546 P.O. Box 11186
928-587-3417 (cell) Casa Grande, AZ 85230
928- 428-5005 (fax) 520-876-0929 (office)
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Whiteriver, AZ 85941
928-521-2810 (cell)
928-532-5088 (fax)

San Carlos

10 W. Tonto

P.O. Box 0

San Carlos, AZ 85550
928-475-3733 (office)



